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Montessorians attending the AMS Conference in Anaheim, California this year 
were treated to a series of enlightening discussions in the three day celebration 
entitled “Science Catches Up to Montessori: Explorations of Mind & Spirit”. 
Devoid of any iconoclastic agenda, the conference concentrated on how 
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Montessori, science and modern technology can be successfully fused for the 
ultimate benefit of today’s child.   The conference opened on Friday, October 
17th with Margaret Wolff’s moving keynote address “Dancing in the Flames: A 
True Story About the Power of the Brain to Renew Itself”.  

Margaret’s automobile accident left her with a significant amount of brain damage 
resulting in cognitive function impairment.  Margaret’s desire to discover the 
intricate relationship between heart and mind led her on an journey to see how 
religions, in general, and spirituality, in particular, impacted decision-making in 
the 14 heterogeneous group of women she interviewed for her then new book 
project entitled  In Sweet Company: Conversations with Extraordinary Women 
about Living a Spiritual Life.

Margaret spent a considerable amount of time discussing the effect of spirituality 
with such notables as Olympia Dukakis, Katherine Dunham, Sister Helen Prejean, 
Riane Eisler,  Margaret Wheatley, Le Ly Hayslip, Alma Flor Ada,  Sri Daya 
Mata,  Miriam Polster, Zainab Salbi, and Reverend Dr. Lauren.  Gathering and 
compiling information and then writing an account of her odyssey not only helped 
to restore Margaret’s cognitive ability but also provided her with a sense of inner 
peace and fulfillment.

Other Keynote Addresses 

Additional keynote addresses presented during the conference also inspired 
educators to consider new innovative avenues to reach our children.  In “Why We 
Don’t Want Our Children to Live Up to Their Potential By The Time They Are 
Eight” Dr. Wendy Mogel tackles the difficulties educators face when well 
meaning parents insist that their children need to excel in all academic areas.  
Mogel provided ample suggestions of how educators can assist parents with 
appreciating the unique talents of each child.

Dr. Dee Joy Coulter presented a detailed account of how learning takes place.  
Participants were treated with an awe inspiring hour of lecture and visual aids on 
this fascinating topic.    Montessorians discovered that the amygdala, which acts as 
a filter or safe guard, can in some children, interfere with learning.  In these 
children, extreme anxiety, lack of concentration, and irritability, to name just a 
few, can occur which ultimately interferes with reasoning.  Since reason takes 
place in the frontal lobes, learning is impaired in these children. Coulter presented 
methods educators could use to break the cycle, so that some children with various 



learning difficulties like ADD could be helped.  

Workshops

The Open Space: Technology, the Internet, and Montessori Education led by Bob 
Bates, gave participants a unique forum in which to exchange ideas about how, if 
and why the Internet should be used in a Montessori environment.  Through this 
enlightening interchange of ideas and presentations participants discovered how to 
formulate an effective Internet style for their Montessori school environment.

Susan Ogden Manning provided an interesting discussion about how children can 
learn about the origin of words.  Manning described how her students selected the 
word “stupid” from the book Alice in Wonderland. Using etymology, Manning’s 
students discovered that the Latin meaning for this word is “stupidus” or 
“stupere”.  Obviously, this was a wonderful word selection, since Alice in 
Wonderland was about a dream.  

Manning presented participants with useful methods to use in the classroom which 
will assist students in developing an interest in etymology.  She uses spelling lists 
and books such as The Professor and the Madman to heighten her students’ 
involvement and explained to conference participants how children can better 
understand the context in which words are used during a specific historical period.  
Using the book Alice in Wonderland, Manning’s students glean, for example, a 
glimpse of what life was like during the Middle English vs. Old English periods.  

During her classroom presentations, Manning focuses her students’ attention on 
actual words that a child may have used at a specific historical time.  Students 
learn about major events, study pictures depicting life during this given era and 
use other tools that help them to understand why a change in the English language 
occurred.   A better understanding of the context in which the word was used is 
thus thoroughly realized.  Manning also emphasized that palindrome and idioms 
are also excellent fun, educational ways for children to learn more about the 
English language.

Tools available through the Oxford English Dictionary and The Museum of 
Printing History websites are also commonly used in her lesson planning.  
Manning mentioned how she invites some of her foreign born students to share 
information about their native languages, thus facilitating an interesting, 
interactive classroom discussion.



Sampling of Other Workshops

Christopher Leone, Upper School head at the Whitby School  
(http://www.whitbyschool.org) in Greenwich, Connecticut, presented a detailed 
discussion of how the school has successfully implemented a curriculum that 
integrates Montessori lesson planning with the core requirements needed for 
entrance into high school and college settings in “Incorporating Modern Cultural 
Curriculum Standards into Montessori School.”

In Food for Thought - A Holistic Approach to Eating,  Beverly Kovach and 
Nicole Vigliotti showed how those involved in infant education can create a 
Montessori environment, beginning as young as 4 1/2 mos. which will be 
conducive to good nutrition as well as foster sensorial and language development.  

In Move Your Dancing Feet!, led by Frank Leto, educators learned about the 
inspiration and meaningful multicultural musical experiences children can 
experience.  Frank also conducted the Room to Move workshop in which he 
emphasized that a workout to music is an excellent way for children to channel 
their physical energy.   Workshop participants were introduced to various games 
and dances to use in their classrooms.

Michael Dorer led the workshop Cosmic Education - The Heart of Montessori 
Education in which he explained why cosmic education is an essential component 
in a Montessori learning environment.  Besides citing the importance of the 
cosmic plan and task, Dorer also presented activities suitable for children in the 
toddler to grade six age range.

In Peace Education in the Lower Elementary Classroom: Cultivating Peaceful 
Children/Creating Peaceful Classrooms, Cathleen Haskins also shared the materials 
and activities that she uses in her classroom.  Cathleen Haskins currently teaches in 
a public 6 - 9 Montessori classroom in Burlington, Wisconsin, and it was 
intriguing to see how the materials she is using can be successfully integrated in a 
public school Montessori environment.

Realizing the need for parental acceptance and participation, Joanne Adan shared 
with participants how a parent handbook can be an effective tool in establishing 
communication and guidelines between the teacher and parent.

I thoroughly enjoyed interacting with some of the Montessori vendors 
participating in the AMC Montessori Resource Center http://www.amonco.org 
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Those attending the conference were as follows:

Conceptual Learning Materials  http://www.conceptuallearning.com
Hello Wood Products  http://www.hellowood.com
Lord Company  http://www.lordequip.com
Priority Montessori Materials  http://www.prioritymontessori.com

Free Montessori Hands-On Activities You Can Use Right Now!

Join the Montessori Resources List for the 21st Century  Just send an e-mail to
montessori_twenty_first_century-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

Visit the new Montessori 21st Century Blog 
http://montessori21stcentury.wordpress.com

Read the free AMC Fall 2007 Hands On Lesson Planning Newsleter and
AMC Fall/Winter 2007 Hands On Lesson Planning Newsletter online by visiting
Visit http://www.amonco.org/montessori_library.html

Don’t forget to visit http://www.amonco.org/1fall_winter2001.html
and http://www.amonco.org/2fall_winter2001.html for some exciting
Christmas Around the World lesson planning.

Find Thanksgiving, Kwanzaa and Hanukkah hands-on integrated lesson plans by 
visiting http://home.earthlink.net/~amontessoric/fall99.html
These newsletters have recently been revised and updated.

Plan to stop by http://www.amonco.org/bookstore.html  For a limited time, 
you will receive a free Montessori Centenary Holiday Ornament with every 
Montessori CD that you order.

Finally, the AMC Resource Center http://www.amonco.org/directory.html is 
your one stop for year round educational lesson planning and fabulous, reasonable 
gifts!

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
FROM EVERYONE AT 
AMERICAN MONTESSORI CONSULTING
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