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The AMC resource participants have generously shared hands-on activities that
you will want to use in coming months. You’ll be impressed with the ingenuity
and creativity expressed in the recipes and crafts they have chosen to share with
you. Use their ideas to foster interest in science, social studies, art, mathematics,
and other academic hands-on learning activities. Integrate the recipes and crafts
into your multicultural lesson planning as well.
Hopefully, you will let the participants know how much you have
enjoyed their recipe(s) and craft(s). Visit the websites listed throughout the
newsletter. You'll find additional helpful lesson information at these sites.
American Montessori Consulting is not responsible for any of the crafts or recipes
posted here. All of the crafts and recipes are copyrighted and are the property of
the participating AMC resource organizations listed in this newsletter. For
questions concerning their individual copyrighted material, you need to visit the
website listed in association with the craft(s) and recipe(s) that interest you and
obtain the telephone number and/or e-mail address of the contact person(s).
If you would like friends on special listservs to know of this newsletter, please
request that they download the newsletter directly from

http://www.amonco.org/montessori_summer_handson.html
Use special precautions when involving children in any craft or recipe
where there is a potential for harm. Some children have special food allergies
and/or other medical conditions like diabetes. Small children need supervision.
Scissors, hot glue, hot stoves and ovens, and other elements in making
some of these recipes and crafts need to be considered. Please consider
carefully the age and maturity level of the child before allowing him or her to
participate.
Be sure to visit each resource participant’s site to see the marvelous selection of
educational offerings you can use right now in your school and home classrooms.
You’ll also find creative, unique educational gift items that are sure to be enjoyed
by the special young people in your life.
The following creative ideas are from the AMC Montessori Resource Center
http://www.amonco.org/directory.html participants. Visit their websites for
additional innovative ways to reach your students throughout the school year.
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Cooperative Games Submitted by Rae
Here are two fun games that promote cooperation rather than competition.
The first game will appear to be competitive when you tell the
participants to get in an arm wrestling position. In fact I can almost
guarantee that despite telling the children (or adult) that the prize a raisin or M&M- is awarded each time the back of your own hand touches
the table, they will vigorously strain against one another - and
neither will be getting a prize. I just love the look of amazement then
they "get" the idea and the arms just flip back and forth!!
The second activity also requires cooperation- get a long rope, tie the
ends together and spread it out in a circle on grass or in large room.
The participants sit on the ground with their knees drawn up to their
chest and grasp the rope. Now everyone has to stand up together from
this difficult position with the only help being the tension on the
rope.
Have fun!!


About The Creative Process
Creative lesson planning just became a little easier. The Creative
Process offers educators a beautiful selection of educational portrait
posters, notecards and biographical bookmarks of a selected group of
individuals who have made a positive, lasting impression in this world.
The company's products are absolutely breathtaking.
The company's posters, notecards and biographical bookmarks all make
unique, educational gifts. What child wouldn't want many of these
beautifully designed, informative bookmarks as a gift! You’ll find unique
Father’s Day and Graduation Day gifts as well by visiting
http://www.creativeprocess.net/
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Classic Nature and Outdoor Adventure Fiction
for Kids and Families
Copyright 2015
All Rights Reserved.
Website: http://www.condortales.com/bridestouch.html
Below, is an excerpt from this article.
“Ah, summer! Every season provides us with its own joys and opportunities, but
for most of us, summer invites us outdoors for some leisurely fun and/or active
adventure. With the weather warming up, homework winding down, and family

trips in the planning stages, what better time than now to start getting in the mood
with great nature and outdoor adventure fiction choices for all ages.
When I was growing up, many of our family’s favorite books were classic books
that were nature-oriented or took place largely in outdoor settings. They were
great books to set the pace for the low-key wholesome adventures we had in the
summertime. Our children have also enjoyed these books, and they served as a
pleasant counterpoint to the more high-tech pursuits they also enjoyed.”
For a booklist, free online resources nd an outstanding discussion of how to use
this information, please visit http://www.amonco.org/Classic.pdf
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Science Activity Submitted by John
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Trythis:
Asideefromhavinggfunchallenggingyourfrien
ndsinbalancingthecan,iffyougently
rotattethecanitw
willspin/rollaaroundandarround.
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Summer Reading Ideas for 3rd and 4th Graders
The following is from Modern Montessori at Home by Heidi Anne Spietz.
Coypright 2007. All rights reserved.
“Now that your child has become more proficient in reading and writing,
more avenues than ever are open to him. If your child is a reluctant reader, you
may try scheduling a few field trips to whet his appetite for wanting to know
more about a given subject. For example, if you live in the Southern California
area plan a visit to the Natural History Museum in Los Angeles. This large
museum houses an exquisite rock, mineral, and gem collection, Americana
memorabilia, a dinosaur exhibit, marine life exhibit and a botany exhibit to name
a few. Luckily, the California Museum of Science and Industry is housed next
door and many people go to both museums during one visit.
People living in the eastern part of the United States have a plethora of
museums to see. In the state of Massachusetts your family can visit the Berkshire
Museum, Museum of Fine Arts Boston and Museum of Science to name a few. If
you live in the Washington, D.C. area, you and your child are in for a real treat.
This city is full of history, and even the reluctant reader is bound to leave this city
with a thirst for more knowledge about our forefathers or American history in
general.
Virtually every state in the union has something magnificent to offer. If you live
in the Midwest and plan to visit another part of the country, write for a tourist’s
guide or do a quick Google search. Once you get the guide, make a note of sites
that you know that your child would enjoy seeing. If you will be traveling by car
or by train you may want to obtain information about the states that you will be
passing through on the way to your destination.

If you live on the east or west coast and are planning a vacation to one of
the midwestern states, the preceding suggestions may be of benefit to you as well.
Besides prestigious universities and a plentiful amount of museums, the
midwestern states have something special to offer. These states are rich with
information about agriculture and livestock. Visit the county fair and, talk with
the exhibitors. This field trip can be complete, as your child talks with the experts
and members of 4-H groups, and spends time seeing and touching the farm
animals. Be sure to allocate enough time for driving through the towns so that
your child will see the beauty of the countryside. It is one thing to envision what
the countryside is like by reading a book about it, and quite another to actually
experience it.
Whether your child is a reluctant reader or has an insatiable appetite for
reading, you will soon see that these educational experiences have a profound
effect upon him. Often, when he reads a story or does some research for a project
on a topic that he is familiar with, he can readily identify with it. Why? You have
opened up a new world and taken him out of own little microcosm. In so doing,
you have given him the tools to help him eventually become a self-actualized
human being.”
For some selections on books to read please visit the following websites:
http://workshopplus.com/ Nature’s Workshop Plus
http://www.excellenceineducation.com/ Excellence in Education
http://www.literatureplace.com/ literatureplace.com
Heidi Anne Spietz
http://www.amonco.org
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Activity Contributed by Dianne
Students learn that there are different ways to write the same value. For example,
one out of ten can be written as the fraction

. We usually read this as one tenth.

Another way to write one tenth is .1, sometimes read as point one. It is not
unusual to see this also written as 0.1 because there are no units and one tenth.
Actually, writing fractions as base-ten decimals is a very easy way to work with
them because operations are based on the same principles as operations with
whole numbers.
Maria Montessori devised an entire series of exercises based on a color-coded place
value system and that illustrates that working with decimal fractions is very similar to
working with base ten whole numbers. Hands-on materials include color-coded beads,
cubes, decimal board, decimal cards, and stamp game variation. These are all excellent
in helping the student discover the value and relationships of decimal fraction
hierarchies as well as operations with decimal fractions.
After the student has worked with the appropriate level of hands-on materials, he or she may follow up
with Conceptual Learning Material’s “bridging” materials. One very popular series is the ten-exercise
Decimal – Fraction Equivalence matching set. Instructions and two sample exercises can be found at
http://www.amonco.org/Conceptual_Summer2015.pdf
Conceptual Learning Materials’ decimal series emphasizes concepts and applications. Other sets in the
series include Decimal Cards, Decimal Introduction, Decimal Number Line and Labels, Decimal Order,
Percent, and Advanced Decimals.

End of Part 5
Visit http://www.amonco.org/ for additional lesson planning information


Read the other parts of this creative hands-on lesson planning
newsletter by visiting

http://www.amonco.org/montessori_summer_handson.html
Looking for additional hands-on lessons? Don’t forget to read the
companion newsletters. Just visit

http://www.amonco.org/montessori_fall_handson.html
http://www.amonco.org/montessori_winter_handson.html
and
Visit http://www.amonco.org/ for additional lesson planning
information.



